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Welcome from the Provincial iﬁs

AUSTRALIAN K JESUITS

Dear Friends,

Welcome to this booklet i an orientation to the Australian Jesuit Province. In recent years the
Australian Jesuits have become happily aware that our Province cannot be described without
including our colleagues, employees and the volunteers who labour alongside usin the Lor d 0 ¢
vineyard. Welcome to our company!

This introductory guide sets out the history, spirituality and culture of the Australian Jesuit
Province. You will find in it our mission statement, the values and goals we pursue and a list of
the works we are involved in. Many of you will be entrusted with responsibility for aspects of the
mission of the Australian Jesuit Province. | hope you will come to see your shared life with us as
a mission rather than a set of tasks to be accomplished.

The heart of Jesuit ethos or culture is the spirituality promoted by the Spiritual Exercises of
Saint Ignatius, the founder of the Jesuits. It was a spirituality he developed as a lay person, and
one we delight in sharing with our lay colleagues. Ignatius documented his own search for God in
the Spiritual Exercises a methodology that attracted others to become companions of one
another, aso f r i mthels o r.dle Spiritual Exercisesoffer a school of prayer and a means of
finding that most precious gift, freedom, once we recognise how deeply God loves us despite
ourselves. Praying in this spirit allows us to overcome our preoccupation with self and free up
our energies to serve others.

In 1540, at the time Ignatius and companions saw the Society of Jesus officially approved, the
Pope gave them a threefold mission. Their first task i one we still share with our companions fi
is to make known the word of God. Second, we aim to help people to interiorise that Gospel
(through shared learning, conversation and by praying the Spiritual Exerciseg. Third, we work at
putting G o d @waosd into practice by serving others, especially those in greatest need. Together
we aim to become 0 ¢ 0 mp a rfar @ riagh that doesj u s t.iThigi® a goal that inspires
individuals and ministries across Australia, and sustains us in reaching out beyond our shores to
people in need.

During his years administering the fledgling Society i sending its members around the known
world and even beyond it i Ignatius spent his life writing the Constitutions of the Society of
Jesus Together with the decrees of the Jesuit General Congregations (35 of them since 1540)
these founding documents set out criteria that help us find ways, helpful and relevant, to

respondto Go dWwosd andto ot h eneeslsh

Our work as a Province involves much more than using professional skills to serve others well.
We minister in the name of Jesusand the Gospel, discerning aswe gothe O waofpr oceedi
shaped by Ignatius. While respecting the dignity of every person, we seek the kind of right order

(or justice) in which Go d pepple can thrive. We, together with our Ignatian companions,
participate in the mission of the Catholic Church, and celebrate our identity as Catholics
through prayer, ritual and sacrament.

Wherever you live and work, you are invited to build communities that demonstrate the
Australian Jesuit Pr o v i noceevé@lues: to be welcoming, discerning and courageous You are
invited, together with others who share a call to mission with the Jesuits, to be companions
promoting a faith that does justice. May you find these pages informative, inviting and
inspirational .

Steve Curtin SJ
Provincial
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Ignatian spirituality  offers us a way to deepen our desire and commitment to
help others, especially those in more urgent need and with less hope of help.

Ignatius Loyola

Ignatian spirituality is based on the spirituality of Ifiigo Lopez de Loyola, later known as Saint Ignatius
of Loyola. Ignatius was born in the Basqueregion of northern Spainin 1491 He was a person of many
gifts: personal courage, leadership ability, strong and charming personality, and skills of diplomacy.

God led Ignatius through a serious leg wound at the battle of Pamplona, reading the life of Christ and
the lives of the Saints, the failure of his own plans for serving God, studies at several universities, and
suspicion from the Church, to gather like-minded university students and, in time, found the Jesuits.
Ignatius had such devotion to Jesusthat the order was called '‘Companionsof J e s utlsobgh it has
cometo be known in Englishasthe Society of Jesus

The Spiritual Exercises and the Constitutions of the Society of Jesus

From the time he waswounded at Pamplona, Ignatius carefully noted the movements of G o d €pisit in
his life and his response to them. These thoughts of Ignatius, the layperson seeking God, were to
become the Spiritual Exercises They are the story of his spiritual journey and religious experience.
The spirituality of the Spiritual Exercisescontinues to transform the lives of women and men, Religious
and lay, who desire greater freedom to give and receive love more generously.

Under God's guidance and with communal reflection, Ignatius and his companions translated their
vision into apostolic strategies, namely: to choose to be with Christ, as servants of his mission, to be
with people where they dwell and work and struggle, to bring the Gospelinto their lives and labours.
Aso6 f r i ie thd kE o r, deBuits are sent on challenging missions The Constitutions of the Society of
Jesusset down what it meansto be a community on mission.

Seeking and finding God in all things

Ignatius learned to reflect upon the events of each day and to become aware of where God had
touched him during that day. He discovered that the whole of life was a pilgrimage in which he
needed to be attentive and sensitive to the Spirit guiding him. He learned how to share these valuable
lessonswith women and men who felt a desire to be more generous towards their Lord; a generosity
characterized by love which was manifested more in deeds than words. Today, families, workplaces
and communities who embrace Ignatian spirituality and way of proceeding continue to be shaped by
the dynamic of prayerful reflection on experience leading to more generousand effective service.

For Ignatius, the desire to help people found two principal outlets: helping the needy and engagingin
spiritual conversation. Ignatius saw an intimate connection between spiritual conversation and the
Spiritual Exercises Spiritual conversation relies on an attentive heart shaped by prayer, listening
characterized by openness to the other, and thoughtful consideration of how the fruit of this
conversation might move us, with others, to action for the greater good of self, others, creation, and
God.
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Afaith that does justice

| g n a tdésivestd help people where they are remains pivotal in the nurturing of a faith imbued with
charity that acts justly . At the international meeting of the Jesuits in 1995 (General Congregation 34) it
was recognized that faith constantly invites the promotion of justice, entry into cultures and opennessto
other religious experiences. Justice relies on communicating faith, transformation of cultures and
collaboration with other traditions . Inculturation requires communicating faith with others, dialogue with
other traditions and commitment to justice. There can be no dialogue without sharing faith with others,
evaluating cultures and deepening our concern for justice .

In March 2008, General Congregation 35 affirmed that the service of faith and the promotion of justice
must be kept united in faith and justice, it is never one without the other.

Ignatius knew that purposeful, prayerful reflection on experience develops an awareness and desire to
respond to G o d Gosstant invitation to act. We act with Ch r i gehefosity in whatever we do, no
matter the position we hold or our background and experience. With Ignatius, we develop a realistic and
grateful understanding of ourselves and the way God is calling usto act with intelligent compassionand
forgiveness. G o d énduring love allows usto welcome all creation imaginatively and responsibly.
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Call to Mission

The Spirit of the Lord has been given to me,
for the Lord has anointed me.
The Lord has sent me to bring the good news to the poor,
to proclaim liberty to captives
and to the blind new sight,
to set the downtrodden free,
to proclaim the Lorddés year of f
(Luke 4:18 -19)

In the name of Jesus

in the spirit of Ignatius
companions
for a faith that does justice

VALUES: Welcoming Discerning Courageous

PROVINCE GOALS

GOAL 1:
Encourage partnership for mission

GOAL 2:
Deepen love for the poor within our ministries

GOAL 3:
Build a sustainable Province -wide identity

GOAL 4:
Strengthen Jesuit community life
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Mission Reflection

The Australian members of the Society of Jesus, the Jesuits, welcome the many friends and colleagues
who share our life, work, prayer and decision -making. Together we companions of the Australian Jesuit
Province are discovering a shared Ignatian identity, spirit and mission. Together we provide an Ignatian
presence across Australia, Asia and Oceania, and wherever Australian and New Zealand Jesuits live and
work.

In the name of Jesus - in the spirit of Ignatius

Through the Spiritual Exercises, Ignatius Loyola offers a way of life and service. The Exercises challenge
Jesuits and companions alike to live ‘a way of the heart' with Jesus at its centre, labouring with him to

make visible the reign of God. We are guided by Jesus and by the stories and values we discover in the
Gospels.

companions
For Jesuits, the word 'companions' is resonant with history. Ignatius Loyola and his first followers
described themselves as companions, and asked God to accept them as companions of Jesus. They were
eager to accompany Jesus on mission and to discern God's Spirit at work in every culture. Jesus continues
to captivate hearts and minds, and summons new companions. Lay, Religious, Jesuit, we all respond to
Jesus' call.

for a faith that does justice

Our mission requires a faith that cherishes God's world and a hope focused on making a difference, for
the greater glory of God. Our mission requires energy, planning and long-term commitment. Whether
we are in research, advocacy, education, theological reflection, administration, welfare work or hands -
on fieldwork, we are all on mission. Christ sends us into the world, moved by the cry of the poor that
finds voice in Mary's Magnificat (Luke 1:46-55). Jesus, the poor man, stands in solidarity with those made
poor.

Who are we as a Province?

Ifigo de Loyola and his companions founded the Jesuits in 1540. The Austrian Jesuits arrived in South
Australia in 1848 and the Irish Jesuits in Melbourne in 1865. Today the Australian Province - Jesuits and
companions together - is striving to discern how and where God is calling us to engage in the crucial
struggle of our times, namely to live by faith and to act justly. We are prophets and pragmatists,
advocates and interpreters, doubters and believers, forgivers and forgiven, saints and sinners. We enter
into conversation with people of many cultures and with those estranged from the church.

Our desire is to walk with companions who accompany, serve and plead the cause of those made poor.
We commit ourselves strongly to those who lack voice and need asylum, those who have inadequate
income, the homelessand those who struggle to live decently. We hope to work with people of good will
to bring about structural change for justice . We encourage our fellow women and men to witness to the
Gospelin the world. We desire hearts more compassionateand a world more just

We strive to be inwardly free to go boldly wherever we are sent, to be mobile and creative in our
ministry . We stand ready to respond to requests, local and international, from the church and from the
broader community. We seekto promote reflective habits of mind that lead to action for social change.
We seekto engageimaginatively with the world.

We hope to foster communities of hospitality, compassion and reconciliation, entering into genuine
relationships, both in celebration and in sorrow. We seek to be based in faith communities that are
prayerful and discerning. We aspire to honour human experience, to sift desire and to find God in all
things. Ascompanionswe strive to be welcoming, discerning and courageous
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